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2001 Pontiac Aztec 


by Tom Seroogy & Randy Mize 


1. The 2001 Aztek. 


2. Although Huf produces this PKIII, GM Corporate Head key, aftermarket 
keys are available. 


Not too much can be 
said for the new 2001 
Pontiac Aztek, at least 
from an aesthetic 
perspective. A cross 
between a mini-van, 
mini-SUV and the 
Chevrolet Vega, you 
might say this is one 
ugly vehicle. Rivaled 
only by Volkswagen’s 
Thing, apparently 
someone within GM 
took what was probably 
a good idea and beat it 
with an ugly-stick. (See 
photograph 1.) 


In the new wave of 
transponder-equipped 
vehicles, the Aztek, 
utilizing GM’s PKIII 
security system, is fully 
field-serviceable. 
Although the locks are 
familiar and easy to 
service, with a few 
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3. Insert door wedge and slide tool. 


4. Grasp lock linkage to unlock door. 
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exceptions, the 
Huf produced 
locks and lock 
components are 
available 
through dealer 
channels only. 


As a single key 
car, the Aztek 
employs GM’s 
Corporate head 
key blank with 
an embedded 
transponder, and 
the CSS or 
Component Set 
Strategy column. 
Although Huf 
produces the 
original keys, the 
Ilco B99PT or Jet 
B99PHT can be 
used. (See 
photograph 2.) 


Still, for all of 
its visual 
5. Aztek uses the familiar GM CSS column. 


6. Remove the lower shroud mounting screws. 
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inadequacies, the 
one saving grace 
of the Aztek is 
that it is 
extremely easy to 
service. With 
minor differences, 
the ignition lock 
service follows 
standard CSS 
column 
procedures; and 
the door and 
tailgate locks are 
separate from the 
handles, allowing 
for fast, easy 
removal and 
service. 


Opening: 


Door locks 
appear on both 
the driver and 
passenger doors. 


9. By design, the upper shroud cannot be removed without first 
removing the lock cylinder. 


7. The screws on this column are unusually long. 


8. The upper shroud screws are T15 Torx. The 
one shown here is located on the ignition side 
of the column, just beside the Theft Deterrent 
Module or TDM. 
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10. Carefully removing the knob from the lock cylinder allows the upper shroud to be removed. 


11. Turn the lock to START/CRANK, insert a probe into the lock retainer access hole, 
depress the lock retainer and remove the lock cylinder. 
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Opening can be 
accomplished in a 
number of ways, 
including picking or 
impressioning. If using 
opening tools, the lock 
button linkage rod is 
easily accessible. 


Wedge the door open 
approximately 6 to 8 inches 
from the edge of the door. 
(See photograph 3.) Using a 
slide lock tool, locate the 
lock button rod and unlock 
the door. As the lock button 
rod is in close proximity to 
the latch linkage rod, the 
lock linkage rod may be 
positioned as either the top 
or bottom rod, depending 
on where the slide lock tool 
is placed in the door. (See 
photograph 4.) 


Ignition Lock: 


Although using the 
familiar CSS column, the 
Aztek does present a few 
minor differences for 
proper disassembly. (See 
photograph 5.) Like other 
versions of this column 
that are used in GM 
trucks and vans, the 
upper shroud cannot be 
removed without first 
removing the lock 
cylinder. Unlike other 
versions of this column, it 
is not necessary to 
remove the tilt lever, and 
the knob portion of the 
cylinder can be removed 
and replaced without 
damaging the lock or 
knob. This single feature 
allows not only for fast 
removal of the upper 
shroud, it is an open door 
to easily picking and 
removing the lock 
cylinder. 


Begin by using a #2 
13. Although similar, neither Strattec nor BWD aftermarket tumblers will work 
properly in Aztek’s original ignition lock. 


12. The larger knob of the Aztek ignition cylinder is apparent. The original lock is 
available through dealers only. Note the unique sidebar design. See the Aztek 
Ignition Lock sidebar on page 18, for more information on this lock. 


Phillips screwdriver to 
remove the shroud’s 
mounting screws. (See 
photograph 6.) These 
screws are unusually 
long. (See photograph 7.) 


Hooks or tabs holding 
the shroud halves 
together can be found at 
the back of the shroud 
pieces. Carefully drop the 
lower shroud, making 
sure that these tabs are 
disengaged before 
removing the shroud. 


With the lower shroud 
removed, the screws 
holding the upper shroud 
to the column can be 
accessed. Unlike other 
versions of this column, 
the upper shroud uses 
T20 Torx mounting bolts 
and not the usual E5 
inverted Torx. (See 
photograph 8.) 


By design the upper 
shroud passes behind 
the knob of the lock 
cylinder and cannot be 
completely removed 
without first removing 
the lock cylinder. (See 
photograph 9.) On the 
other hand, the retainer 
for removing the lock 
cylinder is hidden 
beneath the upper 
shroud. This presents an 
interesting problem for 
locksmiths and 
technicians wishing to 
service this lock. 


Fortunately, unlike 
other columns of this 
type, the knob from the 
lock cylinder can be 
removed and replaced. 
To remove the lock 
cylinder knob, gently 
use a large straight 
blade screwdriver and 
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14. In an emergency, the standard, smaller knobbed CSS ignition lock and the 
smaller PKIII key blanks can be substituted for the larger knobbed Aztek lock. 


15. The Aztek door panel holds no surprises and is easy to remove. 
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pry the knob off of the 
cylinder. Carefully 
work the perimeter of 
the knob so that it can 
be reused. (See 
photograph 10.) Also see 
the Aztek Ignition Lock 
sidebar on page 18, for 
more information on 
the ignition lock 
cylinder. 


With the upper 
shroud removed the 
lock housing is 
exposed. And, although 
serviced in a similar 
manner to other CSS 
lock housings, the 
housing on the Aztek is 
completely different in 
shape and form. 


Because cylinder 
removal requires that 
the lock be turned to 
the START/CRANK 
position, it is 
recommended that the 
battery be disconnected 
to prevent damage to 
the vehicle’s starter. 


As an alternative to 
disconnecting the 
battery, on Aztek’s 
equipped with an 
automatic transmission, 
the vehicle’s neutral 
safety switch can be 
engaged to disable the 
START/CRANK 
function. To accomplish 
this, first turn the 
wheels and set the 
emergency brakes to 
prevent vehicle 
movement during 
service. Rotate the lock 
cylinder to the ON 
position and move the 
shifter to the neutral or 
drive position. 


With the starter 
disabled, the lock 


17. When reassembling the door panel, take note because each door panel screw 
is of a different length. 


16. Remove the door panel. 


cylinder can now be 
removed. Use a key, 
pick the lock or drill 
the lock’s sidebar to 
rotate the lock 
cylinder to the 
START/CRANK 
position. (See the 
Aztek Ignition Lock 
sidebar on page 18, 
for more information 
on picking this lock.) 


If a working key is 
not used to turn the 
lock, to prevent 
costly damage to the 
buzzer actuator 
switch, cut a blank 
key with all 4 depths 
and insert it into the 
lock cylinder before 
turning past the ON 
position. If a key is 
not available, insert a 
pick and raise the 
switch to clear the 
shearline of the lock 
cylinder. 


Once the lock is 
turned to the 
START/CRANK 
position, insert a 
probe into the retainer 
access hole and 
depress the lock 
retainer. The lock can 
now be removed from 
the lock housing. (See 
photograph 11.) 


If it is necessary to 
replace the lock, 
original cylinders are 
available through 
dealers only. (See 
photograph 12.) 


Unfortunately, the 
aftermarket service 
tumblers and springs 
from Strattec and 
BWD will not 
properly work. (See 
photograph 13.) For an 
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19. With the lock removed, disconnect it from the linkage rod. 


18. A simple clip holds the door lock in place. 
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aftermarket replacement, 
try using the Strattec 
#704600 or 704601 (push 
button). Although 
designed for use in 
Passlock or MRD 
equipped GM’s, they will 
operate using the original 
corporate head key. 


In an emergency, the 
smaller knobbed 
cylinders, Strattec #702671 
and #702672 (push button 
or BWD #LC1353 and 
#LC1354 (push button), 
and PKIII key blanks, 
Strattec #598936 (75 
groove) or #599260 (88 
groove) can be 
substituted. (See 
photograph 14.) 


Door Lock: 


Removing the 
door lock is 
straightforward 
and simple. No 
special tools are 
required. (See 
photograph 15.) 


Using a #3 
Phillips 
screwdriver, 
remove the three 
bolts that hold the 
panel to the door. 
Then use a 
panel/trim 
removal tool to 
loosen the door 
panel from the 
door. (See 
photograph 16.) 
Disconnect any 
connectors and 
remove the panel. 
When replacing 
the panel, take 
note as each screw 
is of a different 
length. (See 
photograph 17.) 


Peeling back the 
plastic vapor 


21. This lock is available through dealers only. 


20. All the door lock tumblers can be viewed through the drain hole. 
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barrier, the lock is 
easily accessed. 
Simply remove 
the door clip and 
slide the lock out 
the front of the 
door. (See 
photograph 18.) 
Disconnect the 
lock linkage rod 
clip to complete 
the removal. (See 
photograph 19.) 


Once removed, 
the tumblers can 
be view from the 
drain hole at the 
bottom of the 
lock. (See 
photograph 20.) 
The door locks 
and components 
are available 
through dealers 
only. There are no 
known 
substitutions at 
this time. When 
disassembling the 
lock, be careful 
not to lose the detent ball 
bearing and spring found 
at the front of the lock. 
Also note that there are 
seven opposing wafers and 
no sidebar. (See photograph 
21.) 


Tailgate Lock: 


Like the door locks, the 
tailgate lock is not part of a 
handle assembly and is 
relatively easy to remove 
and service. (See 
photograph 22.) 


Begin tailgate lock 
removal by first opening 
the tailgate by using a key 
or picking the tailgate lock, 
or by hitting the release 
from inside the vehicle. 
Unique to the Aztek, the 
window is latched to the 
tailgate by two 
electronically controlled 
latches located at the ends 


22. Like the door locks, the tailgate lock is not part of a handle and is easily removed for 
service. 


23. Open the tailgate to begin lock removal. 
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of the tailgate, instead 
of the typical single 
piece center mounted 
mechanical latch. (See 
photograph 23.) 


With the tailgate 
lowered, use a #2 
Phillips screwdriver 
to remove the panel 
screws from each 
corner of the panel. 
(See photograph 24.) 


Use the same 
screwdriver to 
remove the two #2 
Phillips screws that 
hold the latch release 
handle in place. (See 
photograph 25.) 


Use a panel/trim 
removal tool to lift the 
panel from the back of 
the tailgate. (See 
photograph 26.) 


Aside from the few 
screws, the tailgate 
panel is held to the 
tailgate via plastic clips. 
(See photograph 27.) Be 
careful not to break or 
lose these clips while 
lifting the panel. (See 
photograph 28.) 


With the panel 
removed, you will see 
two electronically 
controlled window 
latches that are mounted 
to the corner surface of 
the tailgate. Note the wire 
loop attached to the side 
of the latch. This wire is 
used as an emergency 
release should power to 
the latches not be 
available and the handle 
inoperative. During 
normal operation, the 
releases for the latches are 
hidden behind the 
tailgate trim panel. 


24. Remove the trim panel screws. 


25. Remove the inside latch handle. 
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Should they need to be 
used, it is necessary to 
pull as much of the 
panel away from the 
door as possible to 
access the releases. 
(See photograph 29.) 


With the panel 
removed, peel back the 
plastic vapor barrier to 
gain access to the 
tailgate lock. Note that 
there is no linkage rods 
attached to the lock, it 
is simply an electronic 
switch that is used to 
activate the window 
latches. A single door 
clip holds the lock in 
place. (See photograph 
30.) 


Remove the door 
clip, and then 
disconnect the lock 
switch’s electrical 
connector. (See 
photograph 31.) The 
tailgate lock can now 
be removed for 
service. (See 
photograph 32.) A view of 
the bottom of the lock 
shows all seven tumblers 
within the lock. (See 
photograph 33.) 


Like the door locks, the 
tailgate lock is available 
through dealers only. 
There are no known 
substitutions. 


Glove Box Lock: 


Servicing the glove box 
lock on the Aztek is as 
simple as servicing the 
locks on the rest of the 
vehicle. (See photograph 
34.) 


To remove, open the 
glove box and remove 
the two #2 Phillips 


26. Lift and remove the panel from the door. 


27. Except for a few screws, the tailgate panel is held to the door via clips. 
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screws. (See photograph 35.) 


Pick the lock to the locked position, depress the lock 
retainer and remove the plug. (See photograph 36.) 


Programming Procedures: 


Several important points need to be made before 
attempting to duplicate or generate new keys for the 
Aztek. 


* When performing on board programming 
procedures, only a Master key can be used to open the 
programming mode. 


* Only a total of ten keys can be programmed into 
vehicles equipped with the PKIII system. 


* When duplicating, if ten keys are already 
programmed into the vehicle, the attempt to add 
another key will fail. No existing keys will be deleted 
or removed from the system. 


* When generating new keys using the on board 
method, all existing keys are deleted or removed from 
the system. Any keys that were previously in the 
system can be added again using the on board 
duplicating method. 


* Finally, when duplicating, two methods are 
available - Cloning and actual duplicating. 


Cloning requires the use of aftermarket 
READ/WRITE keys and either Jets ETD-1 or Ilco’s RW2 
to clone an existing key. When using this method, the 
duplicated key is an exact clone or duplicate of the 
original, the transponder code and all. The vehicle’s 
PKIII system will not be able to determine whether the 
original or duplicated key is being used. 


Actual duplicating requires either aftermarket or 
original equipment READ only keys. Each duplicated 
key will have it’s own unique transponder code. The 
vehicle’s PKIII system is capable of discerning the 
difference between this key and others that have been 
programmed into the vehicle. 


For the purposes of the article, only actual 
programming is covered. For more information on 
cloning using Jet’s ETD-1 or Ilco’s RW2 see a Jet or Ilco 
dealer, or see Saber Tool’s transponder web site 
(www.sabertool.com) on cloning keys. 


Key Duplication: 


1. Duplicate an original working Master key onto an 
non-programmed transponder key. 


29. Two electronically controlled window latches are 
attached to each corner of the tailgate. Each latch 
includes an emergency release wire. 


30. A single door clip holds the tailgate lock in place. 


28. Be careful not to break or lose these panel clips 
during trim panel removal. 
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31. Disconnect the lock’s connector to complete lock removal. 


32. The tailgate lock removed and ready for service. 
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2. Insert the 
original working 
Master key into 
the ignition lock 
and turn to the 
ON position. The 
SECURITY light 
will light for 
about 2 to 3 
seconds. 
3. When the 
SECURITY light 
goes out, turn the 
key to the OFF 
position and 
remove the 
original key. 
4. Insert the 
duplicated key 
and turn the 
ignition lock to 
the ON position. 
The SECURITY 
lock will light for 
about 2 to 3 
seconds. When 
the light goes 
out, the 
duplicated key is 
programmed. 


Key Generation: 


1. Generate a 
working mechanical 
key and duplicate 
the bitting onto a 
non-programmed 
Master key. 
2. Insert the Master 
key into the ignition 
lock and turn to the 
ON position. The 
SECURITY light will 
light solid for about 
10 minutes. 
3. When the 
SECURITY light 
goes out, turn the 
ignition lock to the 
OFF position. 
4. Within 5 seconds, 
turn the ignition 
lock back to the ON 
position. The 
SECURITY light will 


34. Aztek’s pull handle glove box lock. 


33. All the tumblers can be seen through the drain hole in the 
bottom of the lock. 
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light solid for about 10 minutes. 
5. When the SECURITY light goes out, repeat 
steps 4 and 5. Wait for the SECURITY light to go 
out for the third time. Programming the key is 
complete. 


Technical Information: 
Lock Manufacturer: Huf 
Key System: GM 10-Cut 
Security: GM PKIII 
Key Codes: H0001- H3988 
Key Blanks: Original - Dealer Only 
Ilco - B99-PT 
Jet - B99-PHT 


Key Machines: 
HPC 1200CM: CF215 
Pak-A-Punch: PAK-G1 
Curtis: Cam GM6/Carriage GM6A 
Framon: Lay tip stop clip against left side of vice, 
tip stop key against clip. Set first cut at .216. Cut-to 
Cut .092”. See chart below for depths. 
Spacing & Depth: 
Spacing as gauged from tip. 
Stop: Tip Stop 


Manufactured by Huf, the Pontiac Aztek ignition 
lock has some unique features that both aid and 
challenge the locksmith in the servicing of the lock. 
Following are some of these features. 


Aztec Ignition Lock Sidebar 
Removing the Knob: 


Unlike CSS cylinders designed and built by other 
manufactures, the knob portion of the Aztek 
ignition lock can be removed and replaced without 
permanently damaging the lock. Held on by an 
internal expanding snap ring, by prying around the 
perimeter the knob with a large flat blade 
screwdriver, the knob can be gradually worked off 
of the cylinder. (See photograph 37.) 


36. Once picked, the plug’s retainer can be depressed and the plug 
lock serviced. 


37. The knob of the Aztek lock can be removed and replaced 
without causing permanent damage. 


Space* 
Depth 


1 
1.034” 
.315” 


2 
.942” 
.290” 


3 
.850” 
.265” 


4 
.757” 
.240” 


5 
.665” 


6 
.573” 


7 
.481” 


8 
.389” 


9 
.297” 
10 
.205” 


35. Two #2 Phillips screws hold the glove box handle in place 
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Once removed, the snap ring on the cylinder is 
clearly visible. (See photograph 38.) When 
replacing the knob, make sure that the knob is 
seated firmly on the face of the cylinder and that 
the snap ring is expanded into and properly 
seated in the knob. (See photograph 39.) 


Picking the Lock: 


The sidebar design of the Aztek lock allows it 
to be easily picked. (See photograph 40.) Unlike 
the sidebar construction of other CSS cylinders, 
the sidebar of the Aztek lock is not staked into 
the side of the cylinder and is a completely 


separate component. 
(See photograph 41.) This 
same Huf design is used 
on all 1997 and up Saturn 
locks. When all the lock 
tumblers are removed, 
the sidebar can be 
removed and reinstalled 
from the face of the plug. 
(See photograph 42.) 
Removed, the sidebar 
springs can be seen 
sitting in the spring 
pockets of the sidebar. 
(See photograph 43.) 


Begin picking by first 
removing the knob to 
fully exposes the sidebar 
and the tumblers. (See 
photograph 44.) 


Use a piece of 
mechanics wire (a 
straightened paperclip 
will work) and a lock 
pick to manipulate each 
tumbler so that the 
sidebar notch aligns 
with the sidebar. Place the wire near the sidebar, while 
using the pick to pull the first tumbler down until the 
sidebar notch is visible. Insert the wire into the sidebar 
notch, holding the tumbler in place. Proceed to the next 
tumbler and repeat the process. Repeat for each 
tumbler. 
When all tumblers have been aligned, slowly remove 
the wire, allowing the sidebar to fall into place. The lock 
is picked. 


38. The snap ring on the cylinder holds the knob firmly in place. 


39. The backside of the removed knob. 


40. The sidebar design in this cylinder makes picking possible, 
and is identical to the 1997 and up Saturn sidebar design. 


44. The sidebar and sidebar notches of the tumblers are 
easily accessible once the knob is removed. 


43. The removed sidebar. Note the springs seated in the 
spring pockets. 
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41. Unlike other lock designs, the sidebar in the Aztek lock is a 
completely separate component. 


42. The sidebar is removed and installed from the face of 
the lock cylinder. 


